(made in the 1980s) at Bkra shis lhun po monastery. 2 One of the Gyantse monumental silk images, depicting D pa kara-the Buddha of the Past-has not been shown since at least the late 1930s, probably because of its poor condition. It was then that the first photographs were published of the other two central gos sku and of the right hand side panel. 3 The left side banner reportedly was removed by the British and brought to England during the Younghusband expedition in 1904. It was returned to Tibet during the political mission under Charles Bell sometime between 1906 and 1921. It has not been displayed since then due to serious damage. 4 The two remaining principal scrolls, manufactured approximately 570 years ago, are in surprisingly good, and, in the case of the Ati a kyamuni banner, near pristine condition. Only some cracked appliqué sections at the feet and palms of the hands and at the lotus throne can be found on the Maitreya gos sku. However, the sidebanner presently displayed is more worn, as it is evident by the fading of the red-coloured clothes of the two uppermost bodhisattvas and in the sections of the fourth bodhisattva from the top of the banner.
THE ICONOGRAPHY OF THE KYAMUNI GOS SKU (COLOUR PLATE 42)
The central Buddha, in bh mispar amudr with the alms bowl in his left hand, is dressed in a red patchwork robe and is surrounded by an elaborate "Six Ornaments" (rgyan drug) prabh . kyamuni is flanked by two standing bodhisattvas: to his left, a yellow-brown Maitreya, in vitarkamudr with an am ta kala a and an antelope skin; and, to his
